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Media Release 
 

Three CCSD schools named “Capturing 
Kids’ Hearts” Showcase Schools 

 
Charleston, SC – Kids want to be in classrooms where teachers know how 

to connect with them and make them feel valued. Schools all across 
Charleston County School District make that connection with students, but 
three in particular were recognized for an exemplary job. The Flippen Group 
named Jerry Zucker Middle School (JZMS), Laing Middle School, and R.B. 
Stall High School Capturing Kids’ Hearts (CKH) Showcase Schools for the 
2019-2020 school year.  
 
This honor highlights schools where students and staff are enjoying the 
change in their campus culture and academic performance of their students.  
 
This is the third year in a row JZMS has been recognized and the fifth year 
in a row Stall has been recognized. Laing has been recognized four times. 
 
Capturing Kids’ Hearts offers an integrated solution that give educators tools 
and techniques to transform their classrooms.  
 
“This recognition is a testament to the dedication of our students and 
teachers,” said Laing’s Principal Jay Whitehair. “Building relationships is the 
key to the development of a positive school culture. Capturing Kids’ Hearts is 
a nationally recognized organization and it is an honor to be selected as one 
of the top schools. I am so proud of our entire school community.” 
 
Since 1990, campuses across the country have experienced amazing 
outcomes with Capturing Kids’ Hearts tools and processes by creating socio-
emotional safety conducive to learning.  
 
“When adults create a place that we enjoy working, we create a place where 
our students enjoy working too,” said Zucker Principal Jacob Perlmutter. 
“We are so excited to receive this national recognition from CKH. Our faculty 
and staff work every day to make Zucker Middle School a special place.”   
 
 

          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Office of Strategy and 
Communications 
_____________________________ 
 
Gerrita Postlewait, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 

Erica S. Taylor 
Chief of Staff 

 
 
     

         
 

          
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

According to the Flippen Group philosophy, when kids and teachers are connected, 
there is a significant positive transformational effect.  
 
Capturing Kids' Hearts campuses across the country were considered for this 
award based on the following criteria:  
 

 Nomination based on observation by Flippen Group personnel 
 Level of staff implementation of Capturing Kids' Hearts processes as 

measured by online surveys 
 Perceived climate and culture of the campus as measured by staff surveys 
 A student survey to measure their attitude and connectedness to school. 

 
“Like other schools, we focus on connectivity, character traits, and kindness but we 
also stay focused on positivity every day, one student, one interaction at a time,” 
added Perlmutter. 
 
R.B. Stall Principal Jeremy Carrick added that Capturing Kids’ Hearts has been the 
fundamental component in developing a positive school culture. 
 
“We are honored to have received this distinction of a National Showcase School,” 
said Carrick. “We strive to develop strong, healthy relationships between all 
stakeholders so that all students reach their full potential.” 
 
Through these National Showcase Schools awards, the Flippen Group celebrates all 
the campuses that go the extra mile each day to build an environment where 
students and staff feel safe and connected.  
 
“We congratulate and thank you for all you do for the students and staff of 
Charleston County School District,” said Flip Flippen, founder and chairman of 
Flippen Group.  
 
“Your tireless commitment to improving schools for generations to come is to be 
commended.” These campuses will be honored and celebrated throughout the 
coming year as Capturing Kids’ Hearts National Showcase Schools. In addition to 
public recognition, the campus has a banner to proudly display their achievement.  
 
To learn more about the Capturing Kid’s Hearts Showcase School recognition visit 
the Flippen Group website. For more information on the CCSD schools honored, 
contact the Office of Strategy and Communication at 843-937-6303.  
 

### 

 
About the Charleston County School District 

  
Charleston County School District (CCSD), a nationally-accredited school district, is the second largest school system 
in South Carolina representing a unique blend of urban, suburban, and rural schools spanning 1,300 square miles 
along the coast. CCSD serves more than 50,000 students in 87 schools and specialized programs. With 
approximately 6,100 employees district-wide, CCSD is the fourth largest employer in the region. 

 

https://flippengroup.com/education/capturing-kids-hearts-1/


 

CCSD offers a diverse, expanding portfolio of options and specialized programs, delivered through neighborhood, 
charter, magnet, IB (international baccalaureate), and Montessori schools, and is divided into three Learning 
Communities. Options include specialized programs in science, engineering and mathematics; liberal arts; music 
and other creative and performing arts; career and technical preparation programs; and military and other public 
service enterprises. 


